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(Abstract)
Twenty amino acids used for protein synthesis
during the translation processes, are often called as
Magic 20. When and how members of the magic 20
are selected are fundamental subjects for the studies
on origins of life. The magic 20 shares three
common chemical features; (1) all are so-to-speak
"alpha amino acids", that is, the alpha carbon atom
is combined with one each of amino group and
carboxyl group, (2) the alpha carbon atom of all
members is also combined with a hydrogen atom
and this hydrogen atom is seated at the specific site
of the alpha carbon given raise to L-amino acids if
the last position is occupied with any atoms or
groups other than hydrogen, and (3) the last position
remained at the alpha carbon is substituted with
either hydrogen atom or methyl or substituted
methyl groups. At moment, any chemical evolution
experiment so far carried out could not explain the

origin of these unique features of chemical structure.

The selection of side chain structures seems to be
fortuitous or fitful since no rational basis can be
found. The author encourages artificial
life-synthesis  studies rather than simulated
primitive-earth experiments to understand the
origins of the magic 20.

This article is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Kaoru
Harada.

(Keywords)
protein amino acid, synthesis of artificial life,
translation, archaea, membrane lipid

Magic 20 & 4 4y D & ]
KRR
SLFUE T - BRESAE FATIERT
T 194-0035 HUAHBHT A AT/GA T H 15
Tel: 042-791-2117
E-mail: tairo.oshima@kyowa-kako.co.jp

nE

<~ w7 20, TbH 20 DX N TVET
S BRI L CTEIENZNE, Adm ok
eI & > TIRITHZRRBETH H. v~ v 7 20
IR BRI 2 52 T CEIEN -0 TidZen e B
bnsd. ZORMBEOFENRMEELE LT, £
BRI EBRIF A IRET D,

1. Magic 20 7 2 /[

7o XS B O Y & 72 % 20 FEOT X 7
fg % [Magic 20] &FEONE L H7=DIL Crick &
ENTWA[L]. BEICIE, HERSICL) =—
REND 20 FIHOT I /EEOZ L THY, AR
DI MEL B OMERT 2/ RIE, BlR%EM %

Viva Origino 39 (2011) 45 - 47
© 2011 by SSOEL Japan

- 45 -

ZFDHDT, IIH5NIEVWEETHD. BED
SHAYRTAHEND T BORT I/
MR 2 NTFE D A D72V THh A .
Magic 20 IO T I JBRIZEH D7 & Bog
HLThHhHIN, ag—Forhiotx el Ui,
a7 =7 GRS D, |
EETCIEa T — R KEBICEET A7
MELBETH DD, Magic20 LSO T 2 ik
Off & LU TR T&E 20,

I DIEICW D &, EEREICEY a—F
Sh, FERERE TR XTF FEIZIVIAEN
L7 I BOBEITEL ) VAT A V2]
MEICRSN N E T U 31083 Mb 50T,
WX 20 TR 2 THDH. 2T, BEBER
BAEIXRIE TV T, Magic 20 & 5% 20
BOX R IWT I B ERETS.

* 77, Crick O SCII T E 7 BB IE L 72> T,
Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. US.A. IZ##i&n=b DT,
# S TlE Magic 20 T72 <, the magic number
20 LR STV DAY, 4 TlE Magic 20 &%
FLENS. Crick X, DNA FDA4FEDOX 7 L F
FRR, EDLHTLT20D7 I/ ERITH ST
50y, A ROEEZGwH U TWDHR, BaE»
HETZ DO, @i WS okvr v a
VIZHEBHENTWS (ZORFETIZNY T Ly
Fa RATE 7L OG> T noT=) . Y
FOFHEIIE, ZOHILOBY LA SOMME
HEZBEZ Ty, WTiicy
X, TnboT7 I omRRE, FH LRI
=0T 0k, ~Y v ThDH. v bhAA
Magic 20 23 ED X 512 L GRIEN =00, £y
DRI DD DR TR 7FRETH H. Lo L,
INEIEMMICIEZ-RITITE A E R0,

2. Magic 20 (3@ 5 b7

b2 TE O By 51X, Magic 20 (2 id 3@ O Hy
ENHD (Fig. 1 2. F—Iig, vl &2k
WT, 9 X TCa7 I /BTHD. HELFMIZ
X Ta 728 1%, S TIEEFETHDIN, @
F72 O THEILFO T TIEES HE S . BT 51T,
HDRBIRFICT I )L BV RF NI
ALTWS., T7a U 2B T) EEBNR,
Ta Y U TIEDNVRFNVEREES L TWVD KR
BIFAIZT 2 ) EIRDY A 2 2 ERHOVTN
0T, fFEIETIE WD DI TiE e,

RSt IV

R
N Gl

Figure 1. Magic 20 |Z3@ 3 2{bFHE. 2 fLoRFE
JRFACHAE G T 2 KFBIRF ORI LT
IR OFHEBZROZ L.



Viva Origino 39 (2011) 45 - 47

H X, IDLICEFDORBRAITIE, HTKE
RERFEELTWS., 29 LT2MD (s
BT afiD) REFFDARDFEDH B, 3
AETETIVE, IARIFIAE, AEZBRT
DB, BORBEOASICKBELIIATF
IVERFEE L, TOXAF IR EALRFAHRN
DML TIOFBEDOT I JEERPIRED.F
4 DFEEIL, KEBNRBIZELNLTWNT, £0D
MORFBFEETHZ LT, Wz b &,
7Y USND Magic 20 DA X —{FF T
TIorOFEERThHDS. 2T, VATA
v ORFEAT L Y Bz COOH(NH,)CHSH 1%
HoTHbEEZFITHDIN, EWRTITHVWS
N, X URIWT I OO0 X D ek
EORBRIZRSNDTWRWIFZEE L WS L5 T
HHN, REERMETHD.

BB, (7)o EBRWTLET
JBCThHDH) (D, L HIEEFE. LrL, SRELE
LDBLAEEDOT I JBRIIR - LTEERENTE A
WoOT, EEFOMRATIZS LD, LEMES).
EROT7T I JBBALBTHDLZ Lixk<mbhn
TWBED, LG F o HITE —o/fE L L
TIRARTZAKRFR L0, [ 2 (LD R FE D LRI R
DONTEICHEALTWS] 2 WnWHZE&Th
H (7Y EHAETHEMET R, T
5, HLO EIZ Magic 20 D A L 3—D ENnd T
RBEEE, 2 fLORBITHEEL WD L
REIIVEEZTFR, 7 EE2EEEN - ArE
THLEICEET S &, 2 fORBRFIZMED
I, HLOoREHASD LIFEWENEEZED.
D L&, FIETRARZE ORFEOKZBRTIL,
T RBOLEMCHKEET D, LERIZ, FKDHK
FEIIATFARITEMALET DO T, HF
EMEIZ LA L 22 5.

TS OIS EOREN R RITN T E
T~ AMBTX AME—DREIE, FRYEPYER S A
DRV TV ThHd. FRgFIIWbDD
HRBOVETHD. FIAME ET, 7 8
NEEN, RURTF RREENT-DOTRL,
AL RT VT ML TELTI /=M
NETEHELT, NIV URTE, £~
WAWARAIEENEAN S, R XTTF Rk
D, TNBPIKSEEINTT I /@R Tl
WO ZOFETIE, 2 ALORFITITLTIKEIR
TRREESTD. S5, AU TV R, it
R EOFREIIEAE SHTREET, AIEH0E AN
—HF ORI S DHTONIIE, SIRIZT T
FUCMOT I /N TEs. DRIERB LA
WIS IESTHD.

R AT RIS OFEH ESADKLET
HD. DWTIZ, KREFITE I BEADOZEMF O FFE
HE LRI TH D YR, REske4IT
BEDORFEDE L ODFREEFIIEENTWE).
FAX, FRIBEADRY 7 U > ORI EER %
RoOTHIZZENDD. R TV L, LE
AL EM T, BEIITABEOBAILTE R,
BELZ =0, @257, XTTF
RIEDFNISHERE DS, 5 BTN
AT LEY.FER,RLIZHRLTHET TH-
7=. OBlZ, FURMEEDOHRETDO—N, EFE
TAEB TN LIRATZN, FU LD IR
F REMEAI SN DRERTZ -T2 B2 &N
HD. FaknoRY 7Yk, B HER

- 46 -

o7 BOEREHATIHEE 2D ZED
12720,

3. AP Magic 20

AL TERELZWE &%, Magic 20 (Fi3
VRPN TR L, R TELDITHRE S
THAEDET, WmEETR Y] o LT
H5.

AUNR=TE, TNVEIVEEET ART X
e, FAXILETZANRTE L LN L HITA
FLoEk—oDENOT I NS D (Fig. 2
ZHR). UL, 2L OETIEY EWRER O T
R BEYOkKETHE, LIFLIEISD
MoOBEHBEN RO, £7-, ANLHICERL TH
THIEHIZHELZ2WHREZL Ronb. Zh
LIXELLN—DTHOTESTZDO TRV ?

TNLEIE  HOOC-CH(NH,)-CH,-CH,-COOH
FR/INFXEE HOOC-CH(NH,)-CH,-COOH

Yy HOOC-CH(NH,)-CH,-CH, -CH,-CH, - NH,
AL=F> HOOC-CH(NH,)-CH,-CH,, -CH,- NH,

Figure 2. VX I VL T ANRT X UM, BLOY
kAN =T oG .

AF LU E—2oDEFE WL, BBXL*F 5-7 Ao
BWNTHDL., Wz bHE, AU BEDONE
et BT, IARXIUNLIEEFORBRET L
EBEAPLTIcmE v, UL, ok
W7 R SR & o THIVE T, F07-
WIZTNVH I e T ARG X Ui ®iE
NiZEFELEWRD, oMM Fo8
T 2 ) BOBOTTNHHTE R RS,

U NITNE I BT ART X UL
CEOWCEEDT I VBT, DILRFIILHED
R VIcEEEDT 2 7 A2 RigICE>. 7L
I UERIZHT AT ARG X UEE L RIERIZ, A
FLUEERBOT EFN=F L VWS T IR
2725, A Magic 20 (2T & s,
T =F 0%, HAENORBTEY I VWD T
LPemfHT, 20 DA R —=IT AN 0T L
S BNIRRSL LAV, F v =F N RFEEIEK D
AUNR—=THDHZENOLRGIHEBTES LD
2, ZO7 ) BRIIEERII—BLEIGET LT
SBO—oThD. L EAHDIDIT, EH
BEERTDHEZXDA AR Z ATV
W, A= TWWIIBRICER AT Z & OFELD
—DThAbH.

O L) BRAREEMEX, BUKMET 2 B
BEIZHROND. BT 5T, Magic20 TR ES
TUTEIINT- A NRX—=TH > T, EBIROEGHM
ESA AN R

4. EmEAHKLED

FLOFEZEIE, Urey-Miller B 0 JF i M ERAEH5E 52
BAELTWHWTYH, ZOMEIIRRELRNND,
EMARFERZLEL>IEVIBLDOTH D.
Magic 19, \X° Magic 12 < 5V OE & ARk L
T, 20 ICERITZ2WVWZ EEZFEH L TIEE I e
W HDOTH D, Venter H D N THME DA RL[4]
T DL D RN, RReL o7 EERL
TW5,



Viva Origino 39 (2011) 45 - 47

Magic 19 DRITLRANTERTH L0, §TIT

HARME- TV, EiIE T CHAAIBREE T T
C-S WEAENEND DT, IHFRVEREFEOE
HELBIZLIELIEYV AT A v E—obE
ERWV[56]. ZDOHE, EMIKRTRITZAIEL
BTHHN, HoniE a2 oBEEN 19T
SBTENS. Thbb, EAEKED LN
JLTCIE, Magic 19 IZAIRETH D Z &R ENT
W5, IFRMEREGEOMRETHE AT A
BEMANH LN, VAT A NI TFHNET,
L BKBREFICHOIAEN TS, 216
DY ATFA LV EATFF=R00Y VIZE2TH
GEMEIEE D 212 L TH) WEET DD TiE72Wn
A AFBENRVELIRBES DN,
Magic 19 EMIIEND L D XN T 5.

Magic 12 [£E I BATZ L L WEA 5. I
BIVBRET ARG X UEE, JAEI TR
RIXNIENENELED—D, b=
RV ATRY U, BUKMET S BN v,
nAf,AVaArnbiEN) R, 7
AT T ETFu 0k TFe oKL,
HERE OB 5 W AT A %< & Magic
12 ODEMNRTEEITHD.

5. ARG DRI A

VWA e @%# ¢¢ %iﬁﬁ®7%@
BEO I HO T DO TIZRBEL TS,
&Mﬁ4@@ﬁ%ﬁ@ibfwé.:hﬁ85
BENLTE =L TH D, HEEO R TIE,
EREIEDRID Y R—ANZFOFEL L MED 7
[/\

RROFIL, BEEEO(LEETH A D (Fig.
3BM) . FRAERIE, BT R AR, il
B EEIEME & WD oD D /AT L
7. L73>L MEDOEIEEIXTE T B o T
WA[7]. 7V o — VBRI L 2 {#
DIRALKFZEHEZFH > TWnWAZ LETIIHETH
5.&?,%#%@ﬁ@5.§£%%@1(1
L) o, FHEITZdBEo 7)) va—r (7Y
tm~»iﬁﬁﬁ@%é YT T, FOHLDOITN
FIEMEIZ R WA HEIEN S < LR RILMENFHIE
END), RAGKFHITEMENAS VTV /A4 K
BB (=HEHRRE EIXA e U BBONEEPE
%%Eﬁﬂiiﬁﬁm RO (=14

FIEEEEE S E U A~ LS LV EORESEY), X
SITIRALAKTZES L 7V Er—L & OFEES N I H
lfui~7wﬁu,AEﬁlfiiXTwF
ETHD. IR, JFehAEm @ﬁ%ﬁik%%h
t@f_éﬁﬂ)‘?ﬁﬁ@ﬂ'ﬁg . EBAYEINTITIRAE

*/\/l\/\/l\/\/l\/\ trO-Polar Head Group
)\/\/'\/\/'\/\/l\/\ © JZ
0]

sn-2,3-Di-O-phytanyl glycerol lipid

3

o]
ANAAAAANAANL G
NN {2

3 ~O-Polar Head Group

sn-1,2-Di-O-palmitoyl glycerol lipid

Figure 3. =—7 /ViRE & = A7 )VIRE O E L.

-47 -

ARETH DY, xR T EEDOTE K
IETEDIEAIN?

IO OEMIL, EhoEFEHIEIZE > TR
THOLOTHD.

References

1. Crick, F. H. C., Griffith, J. S. and L. E. Orgel, L. E. Codes
without commas, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 43, 416-421,
1957.

2. Stadtman T. C. Selenocysteine, Annu Rev Biochem. 65,
83-100, 1996.

3. Theobald-Dietrich, A., Giege, R. and Rudinger-Thirion, J.
Evidence for the existence in mRNAs of a hairpin element
responsible for ribosome dependent pyrrolysine insertion
into proteins, Biochimie. 87, 813?7, 2005.

4. Gibson, D. G. Glass, J. L., Lartigue, C., Noskov, V. N.,
Chuang, R. Y., Algire, M. A., Benders, G. A., Montague,
M. G., Ma, L., Moodie, M. M., Merryman, C., Vashee, S.,
Krishnakumar, R., Assad-Garcia, N., Andrews-Pfannkoch,
C., Denisova, E. A., Young, L., Qi, Z. Q., Segall-Shapiro,
T. H., Calvey, C. H., Parmar, P. P., Hutchison, C. A.,
Smith, H. O. and Venter, J. C. Creation of a bacterial cell
controlled by a chemically synthesized genome, Science
329, 52-56, 2010.

5. Kagawa, Y., Nojima, H., Nukiwa, N., Ishizuka, M.,
Nakajima, T., Yasuhara, T., Tanaka, T. and Oshima, T.
High guanine plus cytosine content in the third letter of
codons of an extreme thermophile: DNA sequence of the
isopropylmalate dehydrogenase of Thermus thermophilus.
J. Biol. Chem., 259, 2956-2960, 1984.

6. Ohnuma, M., Ganbe, T., Terui, Y., Niitsu, M., Sato, T.,
Tanaka, N., Tamakoshil, M., Samejima, K., Kumasaka, T.
and Oshima, T. Crystal structure and enzymatic properties
of a triamine/agmatine aminopropyltransferase from
Thermus thermophilus, J. Mol. Biol. 408, 971-986, 2011.

7. Langworthy, T. L. Lipids of Archaebacteria, pp. 459-470,
in Woese C. R. and Wolfe, R. S. Eds., The Bacteria Vol. 8,
Academic Press, New York, 1985.





