LANGUAGE ACQUISITION IN GENERATIVE GRAMMAR
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Abstract

Since Chomsky first proposed the theory of generative grammar in 1950’s, generative grammar has attempted to
solve such issues as: What is knowledge of language? How is knowledge of language acquired? How is
knowledge of language used? What is the biological basis of this knowledge? This paper tries to discuss the
second issue, the problem of language acquisition. In particular, the paper presents theoretical advances and some
pieces of evidence for developments of the theory of language acquisition within the framework of generative
grammar.
(Key words: generative grammar, language acquisition, Plato’s problem, principles and parameters theory, parameter
setting, wh-movement, structure dependency)
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Table 1
The ages of the first occurrences of passives in Sumihare’s and Taa-tyan’s speech during the period from 2;0 to 3;11

Direct Passive Possessive Passive Indirect Passive
Sumihare 2;1 2;5 -
Taa-tyan 2:4 - 257

“The symbol - shows no instance of a type of passive during the period under investigation.

-90 -


江藤　浩子
Viva Origino 31 (2003) 86 - 97


Viva Origino 31 (2003) 86 - 97

Table 2
The frequency of passives in input directed to Sumihare and to the other people in the presence of Sumihare

Age To Sumihare To Others Total
Passive Utterances Passive Utterances Passive Utterances

1;6 0o O 98 0 4 0o (O 102
1;7 0o O 114 0 3 0o (O 117
1;8 0o O 117 0 2 0o (O 119
1;9 0o O 106 1 9 1 (0.87) 115
1;10 1 (1.96) 51 0 3 1 (1.85) 54
1;11 1 (081 124 0 11 1 (0.74) 135
2;0 0o O 105 0 7 0o (O 112
2:1 2 (047) 423 0 62 2 (041 485
22 1 (0.11) 932 0 67 1 (0.10) 999
2;3 0o O 377 1 31 1 (0.25 408
2:4 0o O 503 1 47 1 (0.18) 550
2;5 1 (012 805 0 86 1 (0.11) 891

Total 6 (0.16) 3755 3 332 9 (0.22) 4087

“The figure in parentheses shows a percentage of passive sentences in the total of utterances observed in each age.

Table 3
The frequency of passives in input directed to Taa-tyan and to the other people in the presence of Taa-tyan

Age To Taa-tyan To Others Total
Passive Utterances Passive Utterances Passive Utterances

1;6 0o O 716 0 0 0o (O 716
1;7 0o 1363 0 1 0o (O 1364
1;8 0o O 1218 0 0 0o (O 1218
1;9 0o O 1314 0 6 0o (O 1320
1;10 0o O 713 0 0 0o (O 713
1;11 1 (0.16) 644 0 7 1 (0.15) 651
20 0 (0 492 0 0 0 (0 492
20 0 (O 2837 0 13 0 (O 2850
2;1 0o O 1281 0 0 0o (O 1281
2;2 0o O 796 0 0 (U ()] 796
2;3 0o O 322 0 0 0o (O 322
2:4 4 (121 331 0 0 4 (1.21) 331
2;5 0o O 432 0 0 0o (O 432
Total 5  (0.04) 12459 0 27 5 (0.04) 12486

“The figure in parentheses shows a percentage of passive sentences in the total of utterances observed in each age.

"The data enclosed by dotted lines are those audiorecorded about 12 hours on the second birthday.
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