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Abstract

We synthesized four optical isomers ��-������ ����	� �	���� 	-�����
 of adenylyl-(3’-5’)-
adenosine (ApA) and investigated the chemical and helical structures of the dimers by means of enzymatic
digestion, circular dichroism (CD) and UV melting experiments. The results of enzymatic digestion experiments
with nuclease P1, snake venom phosphodiesterase (SVPD) and RNase T2 confirmed the chemical structures of
the dimers. It is known that D-(ApA) and L-(ApA) form right- and left-handed helical structures, respectively [P.
O. P. Ts’o et al. Biochemistry, 9, 3499-3514 (1970)]. The CD spectra of the heterochiral dimers suggested that
ALpAD has a right-handed helical sense whereas ADpAL has a left-handed helical sense. This result was also
confirmed by UV melting experiments of the triple helices formed by the dimers with D-poly(U), which showed
that the thermal stability of D-(ApA)•2poly(U) and ALpAD•2poly(U) is much higher than that of L-
(ApA)•2poly(U) and ADpAL•2poly(U). Thus, the propensity of ALpAD to form the right-handed helical structure
is similar to that of D-(ApA), whereas L-(ApA) and ADpAL have the similar propensity of resisting the formation
of the right-handed helical structure. These results indicate that the chirality of the 3’-end residue is the primary
factor for determining the helical sense of ApA. On the basis of the above results, the chemical evolution of
RNA and the origin of the homochirality of RNA were discussed.
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Figure 1. Reversed-phase HPLC profiles of D-(ApA) (A), L-(ApA) (B), ALpAD (C) and ADpAL (D) and their reactions with
nuclease P1, RNase T2 and snake venom phosphodiesterase (SVPD). Asterisks represent a peak derived from EDTA. Elution
was carried out on a column of µBondasphere C18-100Å (Waters) with a linear gradient of CH3CN (0-10%) for 20 min in 50
mM KH2PO4, pH 4.0.

Figure 2. Schematic presentation of the results for enzymatic digestion of heterochiral ApAs.
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Figure 3. CD spectra of homochiral ApAs (left) and heterochiral ApAs (right). Concentration of ApAs is 40 µM in 0.1 M
NaCl, 10 mM sodium phosphate, pH 7.0. Measurements were carried out at 0°C.
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Figure 4. UV mixing curves of D-(ApA) (A), L-(ApA) (B), ADpAL (C) and ALpAD (D) with poly(U) in 10 mM MgCl2, 10
mM Tris-HCl, pH 7.5 at –5°C. Total nucleotide concentration is 120 µM.

Figure 5. UV melting profiles of the triplexes of D-(ApA)
(closed circles), L-(ApA) (open circles), ADpAL (closed
triangles) and ALpAD (open triangles) with poly(U).
Nucleotide concentration is 40 µM for ApAs and 80 µM for
poly(U) in 10 mM MgCl2, 10 mM Tris-HCl, pH 7.5. The
Tm values in the text and Figure 6 were determined from
the first-derivative plots of the profiles. Figure 6. Histogram of the melting temperatures of the

triplexes formed by each ApA isomer with poly(U).
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Figure 7. Temperature dependence of CD spectra of the triplexes of D-(ApA) (A), L-(ApA) (B), ADpAL (C) and ALpAD (D)
with poly(U). Nucleotide concentration is 40 µM for ApAs and 80 µM for poly(U) in 10 mM MgCl2, 10 mM Tris-HCl, pH
7.5. Solid lines represent spectra at –5° and 30°C.
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