EXPLORATION PROGRAMS TO THE MOON
-WHY DON’T YOU RETURN TO THE MOON?-
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Abstract

More than 30 years ago, American astronauts arrived at the Moon and left their steps as first ones of human
beings. At that time, we believed that everyone who wants would be able to go to the space without any problem
in the 21st century. However, we can't visit even the Moon again, today. We, Japan, are preparing Moon
explorations steadily. In this paper, we introduce the current status and future plans of the Moon explorations and
discuss the role of the Moon explorations to studies of the origin and evolution of life.
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2005 Japan
1700 kg (dry)
Polar orbiter
One year mission

SELENE

Fig. 1. SELENE (SELenological and ENgineering
Explorer) Configuration. The SELENE will be launched in
2005 by H-IIA rocket of NASDA. It is a 2ton-class
explorer. It will investigate the Moon by 15 mission
instruments.
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