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This special issue is based on a symposium [Extraterrestrial Exploration Projects in JapanUthat was held
in March, 2002 at the 27th annua conference of this society. In this symposium, three invited speakers
introduced [Extraterrestrial Exploration ProjectsC]in which they participate. Dr. Haruyama presented on
the [BEL ENE[project toward the moon and future plans of moon development. Dr. Yano introduced the
asteroid exploration and sample return mission called IMUSES-C[ In addition, he showed a future
planning of the exploration of asteroids and planets. Dr. Tamura summarized the extra-solar planet

detection programs and some subjects that should be focused in thisfield.
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